Depending on the nature of the deliquescent solids formed on the drip shield/waste package, a threshold relative humidity, RH thres , can be defined for the establishment of aqueous conditions From the relationship between relative humidity and temperature, a temperature for the first establishment of aqueous conditions, T AQ , can be specified, i.e for RH = RH thres , T ~ T aq Aqueous corrosion is possible for RH ¥ RH thres , T § T aq How much hydrogen will the drip shield absorb over the period when it must provide protection to the waste package?
The susceptibility of the drip shield to impact fracture (due to falling rock) would change insignificantly over the protection period required 
